TOLERANCE

Covotes have survived the incursion by man into their termritory and
thrived, They have adapted to man's technology, new strategies, new
tools, extensive eradication programs and rescurces, Humans need

1o leam to accept the Covoles as a natural part of the environment and
take the necessany precautions to msure there 15 a check and balance
lor both man and animal. Respect the Covote’s need o live and in
turn the Covote will respect the limitations we impose.

San Bernardino County
Animal Care and Control Services
606 East Mill Street, 2™ Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0003
1-(800}-472-5609

URBAN COYOTEg

"NERAL INFORM A N
The Coyobe (Canis lntrans) is Found theeughou meest of Califormaa, ranging
from the Jow desert and volley oress to the highest mounton elevatiens. Ofen
called the “liile woll)” the Covole resembles a medium swred shephesd bype
dog but has lorge erect cors, o narrew musele and velbeow eyes. The tnl 15 round
aind bushy and is carried straight oul below the back. The Covole coloration
viries from grovish, tsmy brown with o black tp on thee tnl in the low desert
and valley aneas to gray with white under parns in the highest elevations. The
Covate hns o large bram and has on exceptionnl sense of smell, vision and hearing

HABITS

The Coyote 12 most active al dosk, 1'.|i|:d!|1 il ]’.!'L"lJ:ll.l.'l'l anil has a dastimative
vocalization, which consists of vanouws howls, high quivering eries amnd croe
hagh pitched vapping. There are two howhng seasoms, JTaomuary Tebruary swhen
breeding season starts and Seplembern®ctober when lemales are calling 1o
thear pups, Pupes are ready (o hunt on their own m the fall of the vear of their
barth and will relocate 3 to 10 miles from their parents range. The morlahity
for juvendle Covetes s 30% to 7% and adults tvpically Tive 3-3 vears, [as
caimmated 30%% 1o 50% of the adult population dies coch year and Coyoles
compensale |1:r' lm:l‘i;ltl,_l,q:-unEL-r amwd hu.-.'i|:||_a, |.'|r3|,|_'r litters

The I:.'q:-}'nl-l.":i- T vared from 3 1o 3 sijlume ymales, bait whese the EI1:|.'I1|:L'H

are mumerous. the home tange becomes smaller s competition for food, water
andd shelter becomes o '|'n'|:m|_' faetor on wll‘ing_ limatateoms, The absence of ey
will also factor into a smaller lter siee and fewer females will bresd when there
15 i searaity of food,

Caovoles are opporiumistic ammivores o equal opportumiy eaters, king the
gaskest meal available, which includes meat, hish, poultry, vegetnhles, fnat,
insects, recdents, and reptiles, The food need not be fresh and the Covote s
happy o leed on cormion. A vaned diet allows the Coyode o exist on
whatever the area offers i the way of food, be it trash from a dumpster,
pet food, pets themselves or notural prey.

The Coyvobe’s senae of smell, vision and hearing, when coupled with
evasiveness, enabdes them to survive bodh i the wild and oceasaonally

i suburhan areas of some of Califomin s largest cifis. They are common
st rura] ancas, but because of thenr secretive natiome, few are sezen




A the Covode finds urbian areas easy pickings, they kose their Fear of humans and
become bolder, Efforts 1o control or extermingte the covote by predator control
a|_.:|.':|a:i.-|.':i have |'rr|.||J.|.I|;mJ an anpmal thit 15 extremely alert and Wiy amd wael] able
o marmtaim ikself

PEOBLEMS

Mg the Covole loses s warineses of man, (he Covole baircimies a risk to the health
and salety ol the puklic. In 1984, o three-year-ald girl was nitocked ond Killed
by Covotes in Sowthern Califorma, In 1996, a woman from Benkleman,
Mebraska was attacked and bitten by a Coyobe while jogging on g high schosl
track  Though attacks on people are rare, mot 50015 The attack on domesie pets,

The Covote can carry rabaes and Tularerma, diseases that can be transmitied w
man and domestie pets, Specilie comine diseases such as distemper and caning
hl.,:|1u1:lir. can travel baih WayE, ]’.H.I.][i.'|:l}_; kb L'|.|:|.'|.|1|.- and [ret ol risk. Parsites that
are camed by Coyvobes melude mites, teks, Qeas, worms and Nukes. Hearbworm
1% Thee muast :i|:|1'|1:-rE||:r|.1 L'|'|IJ.I.IIHI.|'II!'Fi|.IL' m Calilisrma's I'.'.'|1f|:|1|.-|.' '|1-:r|'|u|:||i-:|-u|. amel ey b
transmitted o domestie dogs by mosquitoes. The interactions betwesn man and
Covole, 1|:|m|§|,]1. bus o aation and thaose of his Pals, :1.]1_'|| |'u,1|.-|.'r|l:i..'||. ]'.H'\'I:-|1|L.!I'|1": fiowr
b pubdic and Coyode,

METHODS OF CONTRCIL

There 15 mo semple permanent salubion o contrel Covoles, Un-going preveniym
micthads ¢ reduce the Coyole population or ehmmate it entirely 10 areas ks
proven futile, The Covote popubation finds a way 1o survive and it becomes
apparent, the human population will need woadopt as well. In leaming o eope
with thaz anrmal 1|5Iﬂ:'|15h short=term amd ]I.II:I':I_ e methods, @ balance can be
achieved so both may live together

Short-term methods of controlling the Coyvote popalation includs harassment,
1m|'||1|.|:|u: awd -:|:||.||.|I:rn;|._|; ]'|1'r.m-'.1|:||:|_ i ]:|r|1|1|.-|.|:r'| C pvole b o lirnted valse. Soon
ihe Coyate realizes that having things thrown ot Thim, chasing him off or
shooting at barm bies o lasting consequences, The Coyate has learned he will
ned b harmed omed becomes colder m s contoct with people, The Covole
st relewmn o respect the limitabions of coesistence estabhished by man

Trapping and snaring Covotes ks difficult. Box taps are inelfective with e
Covotes keen sense of smell. The animal wall not enter a boe trap begause of
thie smell of hamans U'nl:_l, the i.'l'JI.'!ll:IH.ﬂ'i.lL'l:ll.'lL'lJ. L'l.l:..'l.lilu, sich as P, il
venture mie the irop plong with domestic degs. A snare 15 sef usually ma
'||.||:u['b|:-11 1.'|"|'u_'r|.- l;|1|.: I'.'.'-:rr.--::-lr_'x f:l'i,!tluL"ﬂll!n‘ Pass, xuuh 5 41 umickerr & lence.
Covotes preler to go under an obstruchion mther than over the top. Leg traps are
spring jaw traps designed o catch the animal’s leg when he steps into the trap.
Califemia laws prohibat cerlam types of leg traps that cavse imjury to the smmal
instesd, ol Tt jaw traps are wsad with manmmal chseomfort o the rapped anmmal

Some traps are padded tooeven Turther prevent the possibility of mpury. These traps

are sel and momiored By professional trappers or members of the Fedenal Anmal
Damage Control dsam.

Chnce the amimal 15 trpped, the nest problem s what e swith the Coyote
Relocation hins been found 0 be unspiisfactory for o oumber of reasons, Studies by the
115 ]}.11:|r|r|:||,.".r|.1 of Whildhfe have shown the survival rate of rebocate anmmals 15 semall

These onimals when relessed mio an unfamiliar envirenment (od they are in direct

u-:unpul'i['u:lu with anolther ammal's Iur.ri'll.u.'ll.' |'|:||_-_|, div il koo where 1o Tosd water and
many tmes fall victim to diseases fransmatted from ther eontact with man. The

Califirmn ”‘LTI-'.IHI:HL'TI'I al Fesh amel Coamie's Fﬂ'll.l.ll:-!ﬂ:lrlh.l giates the release of a |'r-:r|1||_'1'.|1.
amimal to amother area just moves the problem, and mokes ot someone else’s problem.
Thas 1% modd &1 sl

Shooting Covates 15 a short-term solutwn 1o the problem, While a quick s, other
Coyoles seon replace the Covotes that are eliminated.  This method and leg tapping 15
useful for eliminating the ome or two problem Covoles within a population. The Humane
Society of dhe Umted Soies acknowledges the need (o eliminaie these problem ansmals,
whach can j-lmrun'di,.rl: the health and ::.lfl_'[_l, af humans belone we can achieve |.-|:-1'.|E-I.-L'r|1|.
resulis.

Ag stited belore, therg 15 no simple permanent methed for the control of Covotes. 11 the
I.'-:Hl.'ll:l'll.ll1i.|;||' as a8 whnle 1 |!|:n'i:|1,-'=|, |'|r|.||:5-]u:|:|e-: with f_'l.l:..'u[ue-:-_ the envaromnment 1= 1:-|T'L"r|nE the
Conpole the perfest opporumity o mberact with cthers of thear own species o socialize

andd reproduce, Controllimg Covoles means nol elimmating the Covedes, bul elimimating
the element in the environment that makes the Coyote want 10 stay,

Lomg-term control rests with the comimumity and the mdividual.  Omes the problem
amimals are rermoved by short-term methods, steps must be taken by the community 1o
muike the environment undesirable for Coyotes.

Exclusion 15 a term that means physically preventing the animals from entening an arey
whene I:hL L Ay olé Cam |_J,Ll f-:l-cl-d: Wl Oor xl;u.]l.-l.r F Er1cEs 4 hirrrers are LTL"L'LIJ .||;||J. shwmald
be 54 feet tall Coyosbes are very adept diggers and prefer to dig under an ohstacle rather
than 1 Jump themn, =0 the bdtom xhnul.-:! ke burwed. [ |1L:|L|u;'!|_ Tu:-l..rlllal. dienes EsuIlul.@_
barriers in front of them will exclude the females from establishing a den. Brush and
vegetaton shoukd be clesred from backyvards o elimmate habitat for the prey than the
Coyote feeds upon. Landsenping should be prmed on o regular basis to remove hiding
cover where the Coyvole can stalk domeshe pels

If pets are fed owside, it should be under disect supervision so oo food s lelt out
overnighi NE‘r"E.R leave Tood out for Coyobes and NEVER feed them by hand.  Make
SUNe V{our IH.I s vaccmalions are current o rabaes and |.'||.x1|_'1'.|11'.|_r arud LL"I'_TI [els ndiirs al
mght. Water bowls should be emptied and not left out after dork. Trash cans should be
|1LE}: L|Lu|1'ill. las |'II'E'|.'L"I'|.'| any \'.:il.d :|:ui|;|1:|'|x |"r|1|'r: |1|'u:n'in|:|_ 1hL-'rr|. [I' FH.IHHi.hI.II.! sECiine I:r:L".'h.
receplacles moan enclosed structure,



